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A LETTER FROM THE DIRECTORS

Congratulations! You have become a part of one of finest groups of young people on our high school campus....the Cherry Creek High School Marching Band.  The Marching Band program has built a standing tradition of excellence. Our students develop a tremendous work ethic in order to carry on that tradition with each new school year. The Marching Band program continues to move in new directions in music making. We look back on the past with respect, and we reach for the future with new goals and determination.

The Cherry Creek High School Marching Band is an after school activity. The Marching Band has demonstrated excellence in performance both on and off the marching field.  Through performances at many local and regional competitions, the Marching Band has been repeatedly recognized for their high level of performance.  At the end of each summer and throughout the fall, we focus on developing a new and exciting field show production that will entertain Marching Band fans like never before!  

We want everyone to understand that the marching program at Cherry Creek takes students beyond their imagined possibilities as musicians and athletes.  The program takes a commitment of dedication, planning, teamwork, perseverance, and faithfulness to oneself as well as to others.  The students of the Marching Band continue to impress us as they “dare to do what so many only talk about”.  

For all of us who are part of the Marching Band, it will never be about the “score” or the outcome of any performance but about how we take each performance and pursue excellence with passion.  We will always “practice for perfection and perform for enjoyment”. The more we explore, define, and refine, the more satisfying and enjoyable our performances become.       

This handbook is designed to help you get started in your Marching Band career at Creek. However, there are so many more experiences you will have that cannot be explained. Students, it is impossible to describe the feeling you will get standing on the field at your first performance, “hitting your dot” at practice, or hearing the applause of people who appreciate how much hard work went into your performance. Families, watching your student(s) experience all these things can’t be explained here either. Hopefully, this information will simply make it a little easier to get through the initial stages of this new season of Marching Band at Cherry Creek High School.

Sincerely,

Tim Libby

Sara Wynes

Directors
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Cherry Creek High School Band Parent Association

c/o Tim Libby ▪ 9300 E. Union Avenue ▪ Englewood, Colorado 80111

720.554.2344

Letter From the Parent Association
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PREREQUISITES FOR PARTICIPATION

Class Enrollment

All musicians (not including color guard) must be enrolled in an instrumental ensemble class in order to be able to participate in the Marching Band activity at Cherry Creek.  This commitment to the program must be kept for the entire year.  All instrumental music courses are year-long courses.  

.  

Member in “Good Standing”

All Marching Band members (including the color guard) must be students in good: 

1. Academic standing – According to our policy, those who have more than one “F” are considered academically ineligible to perform with the Marching Band. 

2. Behavioral standing – such behavior that does not uphold the ideals of the program will be grounds for dismissal from the Marching Band.

3. Financial standing – all marchers must be current with their financial obligations.  
 

Paperwork

All members must have the following paperwork turned in and on file in the band office before a performance spot is issued.  The following forms are included in this handbook and are located in the back for your removal.

1. Band contract with 1st Marching Band nonrefundable payment of $50 (due on or before June 10, 2010)

The tax-deductible Uniform Rental Fee Balance of $350 will be collected at Spirit Day (August 20) at the end of band camp.

2. Directory Form 

Note: The best way to stay informed with important updates is to include you and your child’s email address.  You will be connected by our official CCHSBPA e-newsletter.   

3. Health Form and Emergency Contact Info

4. Consent for Excursion or Field Trip

5. Parent Volunteer Form (please let us know how you can help)

Equipment

All equipment and Instruments must be in proper working condition.  This includes having a supply of good reeds.  All flag bags and instrument cases must have a nametag.

Step-up Mouthpieces are highly recommended.  Students become limited with beginner equipment at the high school level.  Please consider investing in your child’s instant improvement and fuller tone by purchasing the respective mouthpiece below:


Clarinet: 
Vandoren 5RV, B45
 
Trumpet:   
Bach 3C or 5C or equivalent




Selmer C85 / 105       Trombone/Baritone:  
Bach 6 1/2 AL or Bach 5G or equivalent


Saxes:

Selmer C*(star) 

 
      Tuba:  
Conn Helleberg or large equivalent

Instrument Care

Whether you own your own instrument or you are using a school-issued instrument, it must always be maintained in top playing condition at all times. Periodically check for loose screws, corks, pads, springs, etc. Ask the director during your lunch period or during your class to examine your instrument before having it repaired.  Sometimes it is a “quick fix”. Never play instruments belonging to other people without their permission.  

Instrument Storage

The security of personal and school-owned instruments is the direct responsibility of the person playing that instrument.  Wind instruments are to be stored in storage cabinets located in the Band Locker Room when not in use.  All wind instrument cases must have a luggage tag identifying the owner/user with name, address and telephone number. 

Physical Fitness  

Competitive marching is a very physical activity, therefore much conditioning is necessary.  All members must participate in lunges, crunches, push-ups, and other physical activities.  We will also be jogging, so please prepare your body with exercise and eating healthy.  Those with asthma who have been prescribed/require an inhaler must have their inhaler with them at all times.  

THE “BOOKS”

What is a “Set Book”?

Each student is required to have a 1 inch 3-Ring Binder with 30-40 plastic / top loading sheet protectors (clearly marked with their name and instrument).  This is a must due to the amount of “abuse” this book undertakes.  The binder holds both the music and drill sheets in place while keeping them dry against the various outdoor elements.  We will use this book from the first day of the summer to the very last days before competition in October.  Later the students are slowly taken off the Set Books and move exclusively to the Dot Books as drill information is transferred. 

What is a “Dot Book”?

Each student is represented by his or her own unique dot on the marching drill “map.” Their dot changes places to show where the student should be on the field.  When a student gets to the right place on the field, this is known as “hitting your dot.”  Dot Books are the individual student locations within the marching drill and are small spiral bound books / cards the students wear around their neck or waist during band camp and at ALL practices during the year. Students are expected to have their Dot Books (clearly marked with their name and instrument) at all times during rehearsals.  They will be checked periodically for accuracy as well as if they have updated them with changes to the drill (if applicable).  The best place to keep a dot book is either in the student’s instrument case (if large enough) or the student’s Set Book.  

Please make sure your student has a Set Book (binder with plastic sheet protectors) and Dot Book.

NOTE:  The Set Book and Dot Book is so critical that students who forget their dots books will often be made to do laps around the practice field in order to “jog” their memories.  If a student does not have these “books” available to them during our rehearsals, it slows down everyone in the entire learning process.

THE FINANCIAL SIDE
Marching Band activity at Cherry Creek is supplemented by fees.  The fees cover such things as transportation, uniform rental, meals, ensemble equipment, “show shirt”, and the final uniform dry-cleaning.  Most importantly the fees enable us to hire the very best music and drill writers in the country. 

Marching Band Fee 

All members (including color guard) will be assessed a marching season fee of $400.  Families with more than one student in marching band will be assessed $325 for each additional family member.

Payment is to be made as follows:

#1   June 10 (last day of mini-band camp) - $50 deposit - (nonrefundable) Due with signed and

       completed Band Contract          




#2   August 20 (last day of band camp) - $350 Balance due at Spirit Day 

The money will be used throughout the summer based on your student’s commitment.  Therefore, there are no refunds on the deposit.  We will need to make important marching drill, music, and personnel decisions based on all the payments.  Please be on time to ensure your child’s participation and our success.

Other items to be purchased by the Hornline/Drumline

All new students will need to purchase our marching shoe or “Dinkles” for $24. We also have a small supply of used shoes available for $12.  We will get shoe sizes and collect money for the shoe order in June.  Veterans who have shoes that are too small may make an even exchange for another pair of used shoes if their size is available. 

Other items to be purchased by the Color Guard

All guard members will be informed separately about possible personally owned uniform parts that may need to be purchased (including but not limited to shoes, gloves, etc.)

FUNDRAISING
Cherry Creek High School annual budgets are insufficient to meet many of the critical needs of the Cherry Creek High School Marching Band Program.  Seventy percent of the budget must be made up through fees and fundraisers.  Each student and student family is asked to participate as fully as possible to ensure the success of each of these efforts.  We need every family to actively participate in our fund raising efforts.  Some fundraisers go towards the general Band fund; some are for individual student accounts that help families offset the costs of band expenses.

Actual Operation Cost is much higher…

The Band Parents Association will be heading up several opportunities for every member to do their share to help raise the additional funds needed.  We are asking that students and family members work together on various projects such as: the Back to School Night BBQ, Middle School night, and more.  We will need as many hands as possible in many areas in order to help meet our budget.  

We are always looking for new and different ways to raise these funds for the Band.  If you would like to serve on the Fundraising Committee, please contact Nancy Weiss at nweiss@casb.org.

There are 2 separate categories for fundraising:

1) Student Fundraising Accounts  

Some fundraising sales profits will go completely toward raising funds for individual student accounts.  These accounts can be used to pay for travel costs (the CCHS Marching Band Travels in “even” years), instrument rentals, and music lessons. There will be opportunities to raise funds for the students throughout the year.  

We will always work with individuals with financial difficulties as long as they are proactive in trying to raise funds in various ways.  We will not allow finances to get in the way of participation.  Together, we can always work out a payment plan in order to insure your child’s participation.

Fundraising Activities for 2010-2011

Even though the uniform fees collected cover many of the bands’ costs, there is still a need for fundraising throughout the season and the school year.  Some fundraisers go towards the general Band fund and others are for individual student accounts that help families offset the costs of band and trip expenses, music lessons, etc.  Below are some of the fundraising activities planned for this season:

These fundraisers benefit your student’s individual account:

· Reloadable King Soopers gift cards and Safeway certificates
5% of your purchases will be put into your student account.  This fundraiser is year-round. Contact Sharon Weil at shabi4ever@msn.com or Sandy Korn at WHNewsletter@comcast.net.

· Butter Braids
This sale is scheduled in the fall.  Students earn money for their accounts by taking orders.  Contact Pam               Eades at pameades@aol.com.

· Entertainment Books
During this fall campaign, students earn money for their band account.  Contact Kelly McCormick at kmccormick62@msn.com.

Luggage Tags

Scheduled for September.  Students who sell these earn money for their band account.  Contact Nancy Weiss at nweiss@casb.org.

2) Special events for the General Fund:

· B-B-Q dinner at Back-to-School Night, September 2, 2010
A local restaurant will be providing the food.  Volunteers help serve and take money.  This is a very profitable fundraiser for the entire Band.

· Silent Auction at October Band Concert
Local merchants donate items and gift certificates to be auctioned.   All concert goers will be welcome to participate in the auction.

Year-round fundraisers for the General Fund:

· iGive.com

  This program has big potential for profits!  Easy, no cost way to help our association earn needed funds 
 
  whenever you shop on the Internet.  Please visit their site (igive.com) and enroll now!  Our account number 
  is 31497.

· Cartridges for Kids

  Please remember to save your printer cartridges (both home and office) and old cell phones.  Drop off boxes 
 are located in the Band Room.  We are seeking corporate sponsors willing to save their cartridges for us.  
 Arrangements can be made for items to be picked up from your office.  
ELEMENTS OF THE MARCHING UNIFORM

Care For and Respect Your Uniform 

Marching Band uniforms were attained through much dedication and hard work by the directors, parents, and students. It is imperative that each band member treat the uniform with the utmost care and respect at all times. 

Uniform Description

The Marching Band uniform consists of the following:

Jacket – Red and Blue 

Trousers - Bibber (Bibb) style black pant with attached suspenders

Shako (hat) – Black with Black Plume

Proper Wear of the Uniform
To insure uniformity a parent uniform committee has been established to monitor trouser and jacket sleeve lengths and other uniform related items.  Students must adhere to all instructions on uniformity, to include, but not limited to, the uniform and hair care.  The director and the staff reserve the right to postpone the performance of a student with a uniform in poor performance condition.  Band members will be financially responsible for replacing any part of any uniform that is lost, rendered unserviceable, or destroyed through personal neglect or improper cleaning.

The band uniform identifies an individual as a member of our ensemble, representing our band, school, and community. Students are responsible for having a clean, neat uniform for every performance. Uniforms are to be stored properly on a hanger. Shoes are not to be kept loose in garment bags, but should always be in a bag or in a separate shoe compartment if available. 
When in public, we are either fully in or fully out of uniform unless instructed by a director.  Hats must always be worn properly.  It’s a matter of pride.  

Color Guard uniforms are different every year and should always be worn in the prescribed manner. 

Uniform Storage/Care/Maintenance

Uniforms are kept at school throughout the season in a garment bag.  Students will check out their uniforms before each performance and check it back at the end of the event. After each event, the students are responsible for neatly folding their pants on the crease and hanging the pants and jacket on the hanger.  Dinkles are stored in the back pocket of the garment bag.  The garment bag is hung on the hanger but behind the uniform so it can air out.  Hair ties and extra socks can be stored in the garment bag.

  
Note: Cleaning procedures and instructions will be provided by the BPA for the various marching uniform items.  These uniforms must be DRY-CLEANED ONLY.  









Are there special requirements for the color guard?

The Color Guard practices on its own and with the band.  Color Guard members purchase an attractive, affordable warm-up suit, which is worn at school performances and to and from competitions, as well as a competition uniform, which is different from the band uniforms.  Color Guard members and parents will receive separate, specific information about the warm-up suits and competition uniforms.  The band provides the flags and other equipment used by the Color Guard, as well as a duffle bag for Color Guard members to keep their supplies in.  The equipment and duffle bag is returned to the band at the end of each season.  Questions?  Anna Dolan at aodolan@comcast.net.

ATTENDANCE POLICY 

Conscientious rehearsal attendance is mandatory to the success of any instrumental music program. When we put drill on the field and work to develop our competitive field show, it is essential that all band members are present for the entirety of all rehearsals. Regular attendance at rehearsals, combined with a solid ability to play the show music and march drill will ensure the student a permanent position in the Marching Band. We need all positions present in order to properly clean forms (practice pages of drill until the formations look neat). If one individual is missing from a set, our ability to clean forms is reduced substantially.

1. Attendance is mandatory at all rehearsals and performance events
2. Excused absences are:
a) Illness (absence from school)

b) Death in family

c) An important religious observance

d) Potentially some other circumstances - Approved in advance (The Directors will determine each circumstance on a case by case basis).

Personal conflicts such as jobs, homework, tutoring, shopping trips, etc. are not excused.

1. In the event of a student wishing to receive an excused absence, the student must submit the request in writing, signed by the parent or guardian, to the director at least 24 hours in advance of the absence. Failure to do so will automatically result in the student’s absence being unexcused. Unexcused absences will suspend a student from the Marching Band pending a review of their commitment to the others on the team.  Certain situations may be grounds for Marching Band expulsion at the director’s discretion. 

2. In the event that a student must be absent due to an unforeseen emergency such as personal illness, the student is required to email the director as well as their coach (if applicable). Additionally the student is required to bring a parent note to the director on the day of his or her return to school to validate the absence as well as to relay pertinent information.  Failure to do so will automatically result in the student’s absence being unexcused.  

Attendance:  CRITICAL TO OUR SUCCESS!!  Please plan ahead and always communicate.

SUMMER SCHEDULE
Summer Sectional Meetings and Marching Band Camp
During the summer, the Drumline (all percussionists) and the Color Guard meet to build up technique and fundamentals. The Brass and Woodwind sections also meet throughout the summer to familiarize new band members with the fundamentals of marching and to reacquaint older band members with marching techniques.  Time will also be spent rehearsing music and beginning detailed work on the marching show selected for football half-time shows and competitive events.  Uniform check out and sizing/ordering of shoes, and shirts, may also take place during these sectional meetings.  

Band members are strongly urged to be present at as many of these activities as possible.  It is understood that some of these dates may be missed because of scheduled family vacations; however, the ultimate success of the Marching Band Season is highly dependent on as many performers as possible being performance-ready prior to the two week-long marching camp.

From August 9 – August 20 the Marching Band Camp (mandatory for all members) will facilitate the continuing placement of members in various degrees of performing positions based on marching and musical performance and attendance.  Necessary absences will be handled on an individual basis (see Attendance Policy above). 

Students with summer employment should consult with their employers concerning schedules, and endeavor to be present at all of these practices and rehearsals.  A letter for your employer is included in the handbook.

Summer Summary:

1. INDIVIDUAL SUMMER PRACTICE – This is what must happen before sectional rehearsals and Band Camp.  Daily practice must occur both musically and physically in order to be ready for music checks and physical conditioning.

2. SECTIONALS – (Percussion, Guard, Brass, Woodwind) – These are the days during the summer when each section meets separately.  This is the fundamentals camp for all members.  Both marching and music will be covered with each section.  These meetings are important to keep up on building fundamentals, stay current on all routine/music re-writes and to be better prepared for the Marching Band Camp.  

3. Marching Band CAMP – Extensive time spent at the CCHS campus to begin putting it all together and learning the new show.  Music rehearsed will be put together with drill on the field. The preparedness of each student is paramount for placement in the performance roles of the Marching Band.
Marching Band Camp Survival Tips

1. DRESS COMFORTABLY 

a) Hats- Make sure hats keep the sun off your student’s face.

b) Sunglasses- Be sure sunglasses have lots of UV protection.

c) Sneakers (running/cross-trainers) To avoid blisters, well-worn, not new sneakers fully tied.  HIGH TOPS or Skater types are not recommended.

d) Socks - cotton socks are best.

e) Shorts / light weight pants (jeans not recommended) Lightweight materials work best in the sun.

2. WATER, WATER, WATER – Bring a container for water which holds at least one quart of water and which has a large opening to make refill time faster. Be sure to write the student’s name on it, too.  Breaks last about 3 minutes, which doesn’t leave a lot of time to mess around with refilling smaller bottles.

3. BRING SUNSCREEN! 

4. EAT REGULAR BUT LIGHT MEALS – Skipping meals does not work. You need energy to survive practice!  Students should bring their own snacks.  Students should avoid dairy and greasy foods as they can make them very sick when it’s hot.  We take dinner breaks, as well.  

5. CCHS dress code applies AT ALL TIMES

AFTER SCHOOL STARTS
The typical practice schedule:



Mondays – practice 3:30 – 6:30 PM


Wednesdays – 3:30 – 6:30 PM


Thursdays – 3:30 – 5:30 PM 


Fridays – Home football games as scheduled

Other practices may be scheduled as needed by the Band Directors.  Please refer to the calendar.

NOTE: The start time is when the students should be ready to begin playing/marching and should not be confused with arrival time. In order for students to begin playing/marching on-time, they should plan on arriving AT LEAST 10 minutes prior to the start time in order to properly hydrate, warm-up, and stretch.  Our unofficial band motto remains “To be 10 minutes early is to be on time and to be on time is to be late.”

What happens after practice?

At the end of each practice, announcements are made. This is the time when students find out about any practice assignments, last minute changes, receive handouts, and/or hear reminders about up-coming events.  Each section may meet briefly with their section leaders at this time as well.    After practice everyone helps each other clear the practice field of all equipment and trash so that everybody can go home.  Please allow 5-8 minutes for the students to wrap things up after our practice concludes. 

Where does the Marching Band practice?
Band practice is at Greenwood Village Park on Softball Field #11.  We use Stutler Bowl (football stadium) when it is available.  Parents are always welcome to bring a lawn chair and come watch practices.

SATURDAY REHEARSALS

In addition to regular after school rehearsals during the week, Saturday rehearsals will be scheduled during the course of the marching season.  Advance notice of the dates of these events will be provided for student planning purposes.  Again, students with weekend employment should coordinate as far ahead as possible with employers to ensure they are able to participate.  We will get some of our only “stadium time” during these rehearsals. Students are responsible for providing their own “brown bag” lunch during Saturday rehearsals.

FOOTBALL GAMES AND HALF-TIME SHOWS

The CCHS Marching Band performs in the stands and on the field during each of the CCHS varsity home football games.  Home football games are scheduled for Stutler Bowl on the west side of the campus.  Most are held on Friday evenings, with occasional games on a Thursday or Saturday.  The following is the normal game day procedure unless changed in advance by the directors and staff.

Note:  We march over to the stadium together carrying only our instruments.  Any woodwind cases, blankets, jackets, etc. must be delivered to the stands prior to the report times below.  Brass cases should be left in the band room.  Ask your section leader for specifics on seating/case locations at the stadium.

Since most games start at 7:00 p.m., normal procedure is for Marching Band to arrive in at 6:00 and change into full uniform. Members of the Drumline are expected to assist with loading percussion equipment onto the equipment truck at the Band Room, and moving pit equipment to the “ready” position on the stadium track while the battery moves to the warm up area.  ALL percussionists are expected to assist with reloading the equipment following the half-time presentation and/or the end of the game.  

After a period of “warm-up,” the director will direct the drum majors to move the band into the stadium.  Upon arrival in the stadium bleachers, the Marching Band will sit in designated instrumental sections, and perform pep songs and other musical requirements as instructed by the directors and/or the drum majors.  

The band seating section is for band members only.  Friends, family members, band alumni, and others are not permitted to sit with the band during the game.  Members are encouraged to have fun and support the team while being ready for cues to play music.  Band members will not be allowed to visit concession stands during the first half of the game.  Presenting the image of discipline and pride is always important. The band plays only as a group as permitted by CHSAA rules.  The percussion section may play cadences.  Individual playing (“pecking”) in the stands is distracting and unacceptable.  

Approximately eight-ten (8-10) minutes before the end of the first half, the entire band will leave the stands and take a position preparatory to “taking the field” for the half-time show.  When the half-time presentation is completed, our Water Parents traditionally provide water for the band members at a designated location.

Food and drinks are not allowed in the stands at football games. Water only is allowed. You will have a break during third quarter.  You are expected to be in the stands and ready to play at the beginning of the fourth quarter, therefore students should be in place before the end of the third quarter.  
Students must remain in their assigned row when in the stadium for optimum performance.  Following any football game or competition, we always pick up our area and make sure it is clean and that our belongings are taken with us as we leave.  

Reminder: Pit Percussion personnel are required to move percussion equipment to the truck following the half-time performance (pit equipment) and remaining Battery personnel, upon conclusion of the game (battery equipment).  Additionally, sufficient front ensemble and battery percussion personnel are required to return after a scheduled game to the Band Room to unload the truck and secure the equipment in the band room.   Other band members may also assist.

What do I pack if it rains?

The Directors will decide if uniforms will be worn when it rains and sometimes the decisions are last minute. We will do everything possible to prevent our students from getting sick during marching season!  If it is cold / rainy please bring blankets and warm jackets etc. for the stands.  Wear layers so you can accommodate weather changes.

GAME SCHEDULE

Prior to each game, members will receive an itinerary.  Marching Band only performs at home games.

Friday, September 10, 4 PM – vs. Denver East

Thursday, September 16, 7 PM – vs. Arvada West

Friday, October 8, 7 PM – vs. Eaglecrest (Homecoming)

COMPETITIONS and PARADES

Prior to each contest, members will receive an itinerary.  All bus transportation and all meals during competitions are covered by the fees.  However, students should always bring a refillable water bottle to drink and sufficient money to cover evening snack items/concessions at the competition sites.  The return to CCHS depends on the scheduling of each contest host.  Parents are requested to meet their non-driving students at CCHS in accordance with each itinerary.  The Marching Band traditionally participates in the following:

Western Welcome Week Parade – Saturday, August 21, 2010

Littleton, CO – (Old Town Littleton)
Pomona Marching Festival – Saturday, October 2, 2010

NAAC Stadium Arvada, CO – Prelims only – Homecoming Dance is this evening.  

Regional State Qualifying Event – Thursday, October 14th, 2010

Littleton Public School Stadium, Centennial, CO – This event normally begins at 3pm, and students may be dismissed from school to spend the afternoon and evening involved in this activity.  Competing schools that qualify are seeded for the State Quarter Finals (top six in each class will receive a “bye” and qualify directly for the Semi-Finals). 

Arapahoe Marching Invitational – Saturday, October 16, 2010

Littleton Public School Stadium, Centennial, CO – This is a Prelim / Finals “Open Class” event (all day)  

Colorado State Marching Band Championship – Friday, October 22 and Saturday, October 23, 2010 
Begins on Friday (Quarter-Finals–12 bands in competition at location TBA) and continues on Saturday (Semi-Finals–18 bands / Finals–8 bands in competition at USAF Academy Falcon Stadium).

TRAVEL / BUS RULES AND PROCEDURES

The Marching Band is known for traveling with respect for property and people.  We will continue being the group that all bus drivers want to drive for.  Here are some of our traditions:

1. Keep unnecessary noise to a minimum.  All music players must have headphones/ear buds.

2. Do not play your instruments on the bus.  Use of practice pads (drum warm-ups) is permitted but do not play on the seats.

3. Do not talk during roll call.  Wait until it has been completed. Answer roll call loud and clear for yourself. 

4. Couples remember this is a band function, not a date.  You will be separated if there are continual problems. 

5. Always keep the bus clean by policing up your trash continually.

6. Be courteous and respectful to all. 

7. Remain Seated while the bus is moving.  Do not kneel, stand or sit backwards in your seat.

8. All other bus and school rules apply – always.

9. Have a great time with friends.  Go to and return from events with nothing to regret. 

CCHS BAND PARENTS ASSOCIATION (CCHSBPA)

No high school band program is complete without an active and highly energized Band Boosters Organization. CCHS Band Parents Association is the parents of our band students.  Activities include fundraising for band equipment and activities, providing refreshments after football half-time shows, feeding students on competition days, assisting with the movement of band equipment before and after performances, helping with uniform adjustments before band shows, and attending to the 1,001 other details that make the Cherry Creek Band Program so outstanding. The CCHSBPA is a 501(c) (3) non-profit organization.  All donations made to the BPA are tax-deductible.  
Where do parents sit?

At football games, parents usually sit together in the section adjacent to the band on the east side of the stadium. At band competitions, we sit together wherever we can find a space.  We try to sit together in a section and can be identified by our Spirit Wear and other paraphernalia.

What do parents wear?

Parents may purchase “Spirit Wear” at band functions.  These may include t-shirts, sweatshirts, hats, etc. and will be sold at the end of the Band Camp Spirit Day.  These professionally made items stand out in any crowd especially if there are lots of parents sitting together.

What is there for parents to do?

There are so many ways that you can help the band program. There are always sign up sheets and it’s up to you to put yourself on at least one of them! It takes many individuals to run such a large organization successfully.

We will have periodic parent meetings during the band season to keep you up to date on what’s happening and to sign up for volunteer needs.  The best way to stay “in the know” is to check for monthly band news emails and by checking the website periodically.  It’s www.cchsbpa.org.

Parents are Encouraged to:

1. Be supportive of the band program and your child’s participation by enthusiastically attending every performance possible (Mom and Dad are still the most important audience)
2. Help your child to be prepared and punctual for every rehearsal and performance
3. Notify the director and/or section leader if your child is to be absent or late for performance or rehearsal. This should be done in advance, unless it is an emergency situation.
4. Encourage your child to practice at home and help them find a quiet place that encourages concentration.
5. Arrange for private lessons for your child.
You know you’re a band parent when….

􀂃 You carry spare socks and duct tape in your purse, car, “fanny-pack”

􀂃 You can’t pick out your child anymore, because they all look alike!

􀂃 You no longer speak of your child as your daughter/son, but as a “freshman trumpet” or “junior sax”

􀂃 There’s no such thing as a “prior commitment”.

􀂃 Your car can make it to school on its own!

􀂃 The band calendar RULES your life!!

􀂃 You find yourself humming the marching show while at work

􀂃 You know what a dot book, dinkle and shako is!

We’re glad you’ve joined us!! 

Please feel free to ask any “veteran” parent questions. 

Remember they may know the answer because they asked it too.

There are no dumb questions. 

You’re part of a very big family now, so please make yourself at home!!

VOLUNTEER JOB DESCRIPTIONS

It takes many hands, many hours and resources from dedicated parents in order for the Cherry Creek Marching 

Band to achieve the excellence that it does year after year.  Strongly consider being an active parent and volunteer your skills and talents.  There are one time/one day individual projects to seasonal and year round committees.  

If you need clarification about level of involvement, please contact a board member.  Contact information is on the website, www.cchsbpa.org .  Please turn the volunteer sign up sheet in with the band contract.

	
Task
	Volunteers Needed
	Time Involved
	
Description

	CD Sales
	1 chair plus volunteers
	Before and after concert 
	Pre-sell concert CDs 

	Directory
	1 chair
	Completed by band camp in August.
	Most information is received by mid-June with some additions during August band camp.  It is recommended that this person be familiar with graphic layout and design and can set up mail merge.  Past chair is available for training.

	Photo Buttons
	1 chair 


	Photo sessions during band camp
	Coordinate several photo sessions during band camp which includes scheduling students as to the date and time they will be photographed.  Follow up is usually needed with a few students.  After photos are taken, buttons must be made.

	Photographers
	All parents 
	Any and all events 
	We need pictures of your kid working hard, having fun.  Please take pictures throughout the season.  We’ll be collecting them for the Band Banquet.

	GETTING THE BAND ON THE FIELD

	Food Committee
	2 co-chairs plus event volunteers

Every family is expected to help with this!
	Events that involve meal times
	Band camp snacks, competition breakfasts, lunch or dinner… Meal requirements vary depending on the event and timing.  The kids need to eat!  We need parents to coordinate food donations, required purchases, cooking and serving.  

	Provide Baked Goods
	Every family – 

About 12 bakers per event
	Back to School Night B-B-Que, Competitions, and Various Events
	The band makes money selling dinner and baked goods at Back-to-School night.  We need as many bakers are possible.  You don’t have to bake it yourself – but you do have to package it and get it to the event.    

	Plume Committee
	1 Chair plus volunteers


	Every Performance
	Band members receive their plume as they go onto the field.  This committee has the plumes ready to put onto the students shakos as they are after they leave the stands at games or when they are about to perform.

	Pit Crew
	1 Chair plus volunteers
	All performances
	The Pit needs help moving their equipment on and off the field and in and out of the truck.  Many hands make light work with this task.  Benefit to you is that at competitions you won’t have to pay to see the band perform – you’ll get on the field for FREE!  

	Seat Covers Committee 
	1 chair plus volunteers
	All home football games
	The band sits together at football games.  We have vinyl rolls to cover the bleachers and help keep their uniforms clean.  Rolls are stored in duffle bags – you bring them to games, set them up and then collect them when the game is over.  

	Water Committee
	1 chair plus volunteers
	Every game and competition
	Serve water in cups to the band members several times during a game and competition.

	Uniform Committee
	1 chair plus volunteers
	All events uniforms are worn
	During the summer and band camp we need you to get measurements, order shoes, and assign uniforms.  There is an established process for this so you don’t have to figure it all out from scratch.  Uniforms may have to be hemmed or lengthened.

For events, work in the uniform closet before and/or after to check uniforms in and out.

	FUNDRAISING

	Back-to-School Night 
	1 or 2 chairs plus volunteers
	Late Aug - Early September
	Coordinate the back to school night dinner, working with restaurant, arranging set-up, and alumni band parent volunteers.

	Butter Braids and Cookies
	1 chair plus volunteers to distribute
	Orders taken in September and delivery in Oct.
	Coordinate with Butter Braids company to receive order forms and delivery date.  Get order forms to band and collect them after sales are made.  Remind band members of turn-in date through signs, etc.  Secure volunteers to help with sorting and delivery to band members.

	Cartridges for Kids

(recycling program of cartridges and more)
	1 Chair
	Year round 

1-3 hrs/month
	Publicize program to parents, arrange pick up of cartridges from school and a possible second location. 

	Entertainment Books
	1 Chair
	Late August into September
	Coordinate the selling and delivery of books.

	IGive.com


	1 Chair
	Year round


	Publicize program to parents.

	King Soopers Certificates
	1 Chair
	All year
	We sell King Soopers certificates and the proceeds go directly into your student’s band account.

	Luggage Tags
	1 Chair
	Spring - Fall
	Sell luggage tags and earn money for your student’s band account.

	Scrips Program
	1 Chair
	Fall Band Concert
	Set up account and pre-sell gift cards at Fall Concert and then arrange delivery to parents.

	Silent Auction
	1 or 2 Chairs plus volunteers
	To be held at Fall Concert
	Coordinate auction to be held at Fall Concert.  Volunteers will be needed to solicit local businesses.  

	PARTIES

	Spirit Night
	Chair: BPA President

Plus many volunteers



	Friday night
August 21, 2009.

Planning will start soon.
	This is an event that we hold for band families on the last night of band camp.  It is a party at school where families will get a chance to meet each other and sign up for the season’s activities.  The treat bag coordinator prepares the treat bags by getting coupons from local retailers, flyers and handouts from the BPA and Mr. Libby, and t-shirts from the spirit wear committee.  Volunteers will help with Membership processing, Spirit Wear sales, Food, and Volunteer sign-up. 

	Banquet Committee
	1-3 parent volunteers to work with student committee
	January or February 2010
	Every year the band has a banquet to celebrate their year in the West Cafeteria followed by a video and awards in the Fine Arts Auditorium.  Students create the video and plan the event; the chair finds a caterer, signs up for the space, and is in charge of decorations.  Probably will have to ensure that students are on track.

	BAND SPIRIT

	Band Spirit Committee 
	1 or 2 Chairs plus volunteers
	August -October
	This committee connects parents to encourage and support students and staff.  The chair arrives early at competitions and finds space for parents to sit together.  Signs and banners are made for games and the band room.  Other ways to encourage the band throughout the season are created by the chair.  

	Band Spirit Wear
	1 Chair
	Spirit Night and  possibly other events
	All bands have logo apparel that helps identify band members out of uniform and their supporters.  An experienced parent will help you learn how to order and sell band logo apparel.  These are sold at Spirit Night and possibly other events. 


Please complete the form below, detach and return with your Band Contract

STUDENT/PARENT COMMITMENT CONTRACT

STUDENT'S NAME: ___________________________________________________

INSTRUMENT: ______________________________GRADE IN SCHOOL: _______

PARENT'S NAMES: ___________________________________________________

ADDRESS: _____________________________________________ZIP: ___________

PHONE: ___________________________________________

The High School Band experience is very rewarding, intense, and full of commitment. Members of the award-winning Cherry Creek Band Program must be prepared for the challenge and determined to make it a success. The Cherry Creek Band Program is going to be one of the finest in the state. In order to continue this great tradition and to continue to improve, all members must understand their role and responsibilities. Students can gain a tremendous amount of satisfaction, personal and musical growth, leadership and group skills, and an understanding of the value of friendship and responsibility through membership in the band. It is asked that all members of the 2010-2011 Band be fully aware of the commitment necessary, and make a promise to be an active and positive influence in the band. Please review the Handbook before signing.

After reviewing the Handbook, please sign below and turn this form in to your Band Director by June 10th. If there are any conflicts with any rehearsal or performance, contact Mr. Libby immediately to discuss. Turn in this signed form only after clearing your calendar for all dates on the schedule.  IN ORDER TO PARTICIPATE IN MARCHING BAND EVERY STUDENT MUST BE PRESENT FOR ALL EVENTS.

By signing below, parents and student indicate they have read and understand the information included in these documents. Furthermore, the student intends to participate fully in the 2010 CCHS Marching Band, attend all practices and performances, and to uphold and promote the fine tradition of music at Cherry Creek High School. FAILURE TO ATTEND ALL PERFORMANCES FOR ANY REASON (EXCLUDING FAMILY EMERGENCIES/ILLNESS) MAY RESULT IN REMOVAL FROM PARTICIPATION IN THE MARCHING BAND WITHOUT A REFUND.


Student’s Signature________________________________________ Date_________

Parent’s Signature________________________________________

2010-2011 Marching Band Directory Information Form

The Marching Band Directory is finalized during Band Camp and distributed at Spirit Day.  It is for use by band parents and band members to contact each other during band season.  Please print clearly and complete one form for each child you have in the band or color guard and return with your contract.




NEW STUDENTS TO BAND

OR RETURNING BAND MEMBERS WITH ANY CHANGES OR CORRECTIONS:

	Student First Name:
	                                                             Last Name:

	Grade:
	                    Instrument or Color Guard:

	Band Leadership Position:
	(if applicable)

	Student Cell Phone:
	

	Student’s Email:
	


Parent Email Addresses:  Most parent communication will happen via email.  We will email to as many addresses as you like. Please indicate if you’d like your email information published in the directory.

	
	OK to Publish?

	Mom’s Email Address:
	
	Yes
	No

	Dad’s Email Address:
	
	Yes
	No

	Other Email Account:
	
	Yes
	No

	OR   check if applicable:           We don’t use email, please call or mail us information.
	
	


Parent/Guardian Names:

	Mother’s First Name:
	
	Father’s First Name:
	

	Mother’s Last (if different):
	
	Father’s Last (if different):
	

	If parents are in new relationships and you’d like to include other spouse/partner names please do so below:

	First Name:
	
	First Name:
	

	Last Name:
	
	Last Name:
	


Primary Address:

	Street Name:
	

	City:
	
	ZIP:
	

	Home Phone:
	

	Subdivision/major intersection:
	


Secondary Address (if applicable):

	Name of Adult at this address:
	
	Relationship to Student:
	

	Street Name:
	

	City:
	
	ZIP:
	

	Home Phone:
	

	Subdivision/major intersection:
	

	When is student at this address?
	


Optional:  Other Phone Numbers: Please indicate phone owner and type of number (cell, business, pager, etc.)

	Phone Number
	Owner/Type
	OK to Publish?

	
	
	Yes
	No

	
	
	Yes
	No


2010-2011 Marching Band Directory ADVERTISING

SUPPORT THE BAND WITH A PAID ADVERTISEMENT
The Marching Band Directory is finalized during Band Camp and distributed at Spirit Day.  It is for use by band parents and band members to contact each other during band season. 

Tribute - $10

 If you’d like to include a tribute to a senior, section leader, drum major, the entire band, color guard unit or any member, for only $10 you can submit your tribute (15 words or less)

	Student Name:
	

	Parent Name:
	

	Your message here:
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


Business Card Ad - $15

	Student Name:
	

	Parent Name:
	

	Profession or Business Name:
	


Put your business card in the directory.  Business cards will be reproduced in black and white, 4 per page.  
 

½ Page Ad - $35

	Student Name:
	

	Parent Name:
	

	Profession or Business Name:
	


Put a half page ad in the directory. ½ Page Ads can be 4 ¾ inches tall and 5 inches wide (1/4 of an 8.5x11” landscape page).  
Full Page Ad - $50

	Student Name:
	

	Parent Name:
	

	Profession or Business Name:
	


Put a full page ad in the directory. Full Page Ads can be 8 inches tall and 5 inches wide (1/2 of an 8.5x11” landscape page). 

Ads will be reproduced in black and white. Copy should be sent electronically via email to Daryl Schmitt at schmittcoschools@aol.com. Will accept formatted ad or will create ad for you if you provide text and electronic logo or clip art.  

Send ad copy with payment to:  Daryl Schmitt 10960 E. Maplewood Dr.  Englewood, CO  80111
Cherry Creek School District #5

Parent Consent Form and Medical Authorization

I/we hereby represent to Cherry Creek School District (herein referred to as CCSD) that the student is in good physical health and the trips do not pose a health hazard to the student.  

I/we give permission for ____________________________ to travel during the 2010 – 2011 school year with the CCHS Band Program.  I/we do hereby authorize officials of Cherry Creek School District to contact directly the persons named in the space below and do authorize the named physician or his/her associates to render such treatment as may be deemed necessary in an emergency, for the health of said child.  In the event that parents or guardians, other people named, or the physician named on this form cannot be reached, the school officials are hereby authorized to take whatever action is deemed necessary in their judgment for the health of aforesaid child.

I/we understand, and my child agrees, that my child is to adhere to all school and CCSD disciplinary policies and procedures while on school trips.  I/we grant permission to the sponsors to do what is recommended and necessary to control or modify any behavior by my child which they (the sponsors) perceive as being a violation of these policies and procedures or that is harmful to the success of a trip and/or discomforting to the other participants.  If my child becomes a problem in any way, I/we will accept a call from the sponsors and with them consider a manner in which the problem will be promptly solved.

I/we hereby grant permission and give my consent for the above-named student to (1) be treated by any qualified nurse, physician or surgeon as may be deemed necessary by CCSD, its agents, servants or employees during the trip; (2) be administered medication and/or emergency first aid as may be necessary or appropriate; (3) receive treatment in hospitals, medical offices, clinics or elsewhere in the event of accident or illness.  I/we understand and agree that neither the CCSD nor its agents, servants or employees are responsible for obtaining or for the result of any medical or emergency treatment rendered or supplied to the student.  I/we will hold the CCSD and its agents, servants and employees harmless and indemnify them from any claim, cause or action or demand arising out of any form of (or the lack of) medical or emergency treatment rendered to the student.

	The student and parent(s), by his/her/their signature(s), hereto fully agree and consent to the foregoing.

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Student name (printed)
	Date
	
	Student Signature

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Parent/Guardian name (printed)
	Date
	
	Parent/Guardian signature*

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Parent/Guardian name (printed)
	Date
	
	Parent/Guardian signature

	

	Please list any allergies, medications or medical problems the student has.
	

	

	

	Insurance Information

	
	Company Name
	

	
	Student’s Policy/ID number
	

	
	Subscriber’s name
	
	Date of birth
	

	
	Company Address
	

	Contact information

	
	Mother’s name
	

	
	Mother’s numbers
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	Home
	Work
	Cell

	
	Father’s name
	

	
	Father’s numbers
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	Home
	Work
	Cell

	
	Doctor’s number
	
	Doctor name
	

	
	Hospital Preferences
	

	Hospital may also request

	
	Nearest relative name
	
	Phone numbers
	

	
	Student’s date of birth
	
	
	

	
	Student’s Address
	


· One parent signature is sufficient unless guardianship arrangements require both.

CONSENT FOR EXCURSION OR EXTENDED TRIP

AND

RELEASE WAIVER AND INDEMNIFICATION


I/We, the undersigned Parents/Guardians of




(herein Student), hereby give our consent and permission for Student to participate in and attend all

CCHS Band Field Trips


(herein Trip) which shall occur during the 2010/2011 school year



. I/We understand that the Trip is a voluntary activity not required as part of any course of study and that, but for my/our execution of this CONSENT FOR EXCURSION OR EXTENDED TRIP AND RELEASE, WAIVER AND INDEMNIFICATION, the Student would not be allowed to participate in the Trip.


I/We further understand that certain rules of conduct have been established for all participants during the Trip and that I/we assume responsibility for the Student's actions during the Trip and the Student's compliance with the rules. I/we agree that, in the event the Student violates the established rules for students during the Trip:



(1) I/We assume all liability for and agree to save, indemnify, defend and hold the

Cherry Creek School District No. 5, its agents, servants and employees, harmless from any and all claims or demands of any sort or nature for damage or injury to persons or property caused by the acts or neglect of the Student; and

(2) In the event of repeated violations or a serious violation of the established rules by the Student, I/we will accept a collect telephone call concerning the Student's actions and behavior and I/we further understand, agree and consent to the Student being returned home immediately by public transportation at my/our expense.


I/we further understand and agree that the Student may,  during part or all of the trip, travel by private vehicle, and I/we hereby consent thereto and specifically:  (1) waive any and all claims of any sort or nature I/we may have against the owner and/or driver of any such private transportation for any personal injury, bodily injury or death and for any property damage, regardless of the cause thereof, and (2) agree to hold harmless and indemnify the owner and/or driver of any such private transportation from any and all claims or demands of any sort or nature which may be asserted by or on behalf of the Student for any personal injury, bodily injury, death or property damage, regardless of the cause thereof. 


I/we understand and agree that the Cherry Creek School District No. 5, its servants, agents and employees do not assume any liability for loss or damage to any personal property owned by the Student, by us or any other party, and we waive any claim against and release the District, its agents, servants and employees from or for any such loss or damage.


I/We also waive any claim against the District, its agents, servants and employees, and hereby release them from any claim, cause of action or demand I/we may have arising out of or in connection with any personal or bodily injury, death or property damage which the Student may sustain during the Trip and agree to indemnify, save and hold the District, its agents, servants and employees, harmless from any claim, demand or cause of action of whatsoever nature or kind asserted by or on behalf of the Student for any personal or bodily injury, death or property damage sustained by the Student during the Trip and the Student's participation therein.


By our signatures hereon we affirm that we have read and fully understand the terms, conditions, releases and waivers above set forth.


Dated the 

day of



, 20

.

Student-Name, Address & Phone

Parent(s) / Guardian(s)-Signature                            Name, Address & Phone

USE YOUR TALENTS AND RESOURCES 

FOR A GOOD CAUSE!
If you have a special talent, skill or can provide a service to the band, please let us know.  From time to time we look for assistance in areas outside of the usual volunteer opportunities.  If there is a situation where we need to purchase supplies or services, the BPA would like to give business to band parents.  Please place a check mark next to the following if you would be able to help us in the following areas:

Printing services---banners, signs, posters, flyers

Equipment needs---canopy, tent

Computer skills---produce flyers, brochures

Solicit local businesses for silent auction

Do you have a talent or skill that the BPA can tap into?  

________________________________________________

Do you have any other connections or resources that we might be able to use?

Please give us your contact information below if your place of employment or your business could partner with us.
Thank you in advance for your support

Please return with your Band Contract.
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Welcome to the 2010-2011 Marching Band Season,





I am pleased to welcome you to a new season of support for our Cherry Creek High School Marching Band.  As parents of a Marching Band student or Color Guard student, you are now members of the Band Parents’ Association (BPA).  The purpose of the Band Parents’ Association (BPA) is to support the band members and their adult leaders through fundraising, communication, and volunteer assistance to ensure their season is a spectacular one.





The marching band season could not exist without the many hours that parent volunteers commit to this program.  All season long, parents prepare meals for your student during competitions, take care of the uniforms, and haul heavy percussion instruments on and off the field.  Parents also make sure feather plumes are on the shakos properly and that water is always available.  There are many other ways to volunteer as parents and we welcome and highly encourage you to contribute some time to help your student’s marching band.





Another large function of the BPA is to help raise the necessary funds to offer a strong program for your student.  The general band budget is almost $60,000.  Band season expenses include uniform cleaning, bus fees, entrance fees for special competitions, choreography and copyright fees, and more. We also try to fund ongoing repair and replacement of instruments that are past their prime. We receive about $6,000 from the school district and the tax deductible band fee each student pays provides close to $36,000.  The BPA is responsible for filling the financial gap.  Over the last year, your BPA Board has spent a great deal of time exploring opportunities to generate funds.





In this handbook is a list of some of the ways we raise money and we hope you will see several opportunities that appeal to you and your family.   Cherry Creek requires that our BPA work be accomplished by adults – we don’t support door-to-door fundraisers.  





Please plan on: 1) volunteering for at least one committee, 2) attending the competitions, football games and marching band events, and 3) supporting our fundraisers.  We are excited about our new season and we welcome you to jump in and be a part of the fun.  





Thank you in advance for your dedication of time, effort and dollars to support all of our students in this special opportunity at Cherry Creek High School.  We know this experience will be memorable for both you and your student.





Sincerely,





Katie Wilkins


CCHSBPA President





P.S. We rely on email communication, so please read your band emails.  Feel free to check our website frequently during the season for updated information at � HYPERLINK "http://www.cchsbpa.org" ��www.cchsbpa.org�.











Shako $ 38.00





Plume $ 15.00





Gauntlet $ 6.00





Jacket $250.00


(Wings)





Pants $93.00


(Suspenders)





Students wear dark gym shorts (thermals if cold) under the pants to facilitate quick modest changes. No jeans, zippers, cargo pants, big buttons or belts under the uniform.  Under the jacket students will wear the show shirt provided (add more layers if cold).





Students purchase “Dinkles” marching shoes.





Replacement Cost for Lost or Stolen Uniform





Hanger $2.00


Garment Bag $15.00





*Sample Uniform in      


  Black and White








***RETURNING MARCHING BAND STUDENTS – LISTED IN LAST SEASON’S BAND DIRECTORY:


I give permission for the information in last season’s BAND directory to be listed again in this year’s Directory.  Except for Grade and/or Band Leadership Position, there are no changes to the information requested below.


If you do not have last year’s Directory, please contact Daryl Schmitt at � HYPERLINK "mailto:schmittcoschools@aol.com" ��schmittcoschools@aol.com� to have that information provided for you.


Student’s First/Last Name            							Grade (Aug.’ 10)


X PARENT/GUARDIAN SIGNATURE     								DATE








Please contact me about volunteering for the CCHS Marching Band:











Parent Name										Student’s Name











Evening Phone		 Day Phone				Email address











Volunteer positions of interest
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